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Welcome  

• Housekeeping  

 

• The agenda and timing 

 

 

 

 

 



Agenda  

8:30am – 9:00      Refreshments  

9.00 – 9.05            Welcome  

9:05 – 9:45           Updates 

9:45 – 10:30         Inspecting Safeguarding 

10.30 – 11.00       BREAK 

11:00 – 12:00       Female Genital Mutilation  

12:00 – 12:30      Networking 



Secure Email  

Simon Salmon  



Updates 



Update from previous session  

• Interface with social care – general 

• Interface with the City Council when there are particular 
issues  

• Project Encompass (next day notification) 

• Prevent duties  

• Private Fostering – current profile 

• Serious Care Reviews – local and national issues 

• CSE  



Advanced Designated Safeguarding 

Lead  

• What is an ADSL 

 

• Purpose 

 

• Timescale  

 

• Process 

 

• Support  

mailto:sharon.ventrella@nottinghamcity.gov.uk
mailto:clive.chambers@nottinghamcity.gov.uk


Procedures update  

• Historic abuse  

 

• Fabricated or Induced Illness  

 

• Abuse and information technology  

 

• Trafficked children  

 

• Escalation  

 



 

 Signs of Safety 
Working in partnership with 

Children and Families  

 
 Mandy Goodenough Systemic Social Work 

Lead  



Background to Signs of Safety 



When we think about the situation facing this family: 

What are we Worried 

About? 

 

 

 

What’s Working Well? 

(Strengths & Safety) 

What Needs to Happen?  

On a scale of 0 to 10 where 0 means immediate response required from Children’s Social 

Care (0= no signs of safety)10 means no further action required (10 = high levels of safety )  

                0                                                       10                                                                                                                              

Assessment and Planning Form 



Assessment and Planning Form 

What Are We Worried About? 
Harm and Future Danger 

What’s Working Well? 
 Strengths & Demonstrated Safety 

What Needs to Happen? 
Safety goals & next steps in working towards safety  

Past harm: What has happened to these 

children, that worries us, or to other 

children in the care of these parents?)  

Future worries:  What are we worried might 

happen to these children in the care of 

these parents in the future?  

Complicating factors:  What makes building 

safety for the children and working with 

this family more complicated? 

Grey areas what things are we are unsure 

about or don’t know enough about? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family View 

What does the family think they need to be 

doing in their care of the children for them 

to be safe & Children’s Social Care to end 

their involvement   

What are the agency’s & family’s ideas 

about what needs to happen next in 

working towards these goals (SAFETY 

PLAN)? 

 

 
 

Safety Scale: On a scale of 0 to 10 where 0 means immediate response required from Children’s Social Care (0= no signs 

of safety)10 means no further action required (10 = high levels of safety )  

HARM STATEMENT: 

PAST/CURREBT HARM TO 

CHILDREN /YP  

DANGER STATEMENT: 

FUTURE DANGER FOR 

CHILDREN /YP 

EXISTING 

STRENGTHS 

SAFETY & 

PROTECTION 

NEXT STEPS (must 

directly relate to danger) 

SAFETY GOAL STATEMENT: 

WHAT EXACTLY DO WE 

NEED TO SEE FOR US TO 

BE CONFIDENT THAT 

THERE IS ENOUGH SAFETY 

FOR US TO CLOSE THE 

CASE 



• Harm Statements: Clear and specific statements about 
the harm or maltreatment that has happened to the child.  

 

• Danger Statements: Simple behavioral statements of the 
specific worry we have about this child now and into the 
future.  

 

• Safety Goals: Clear, simple statements about what (not 

how) the caregiver will DO that will convince everyone the 
child is safe now and into the future. 

 

These are little gems of clarity. 

Harm & Danger Statements & safety Goals   



Doctor Bones reported that Adam’s dad, Matt, hit 
Adam several times with an open hand and a 
closed fist last Sunday, causing several bruises on 
Adam’s head and back.     

It was reported 
Caregiver 

actions/inactions 
Impact on the 

child 

Harm Statement Example 



Danger Statements 

Who is worried 
About what 

potential caregiver 
actions/inaction 

Possible impact 
on the child 

Simple behavioural statements of the specific worry we 

have about this child now and into the future 



Danger Statement Example 

CSC, Doctor Bones, the police, and Adam’s mom, 
Tonya, are worried that Adams’ dad, Matt, may hit 
Adam again, leaving him with bruises and even 
more serious injuries.  

Who is worried 
Potential 
caregiver 

actions/inactions 

Potential future 
impact on child 



Safety Goals 

Who is a part 
of the 

network/plan 

What will 
caregiver DO 

differently 

For how 
long? 





Matt will work with CSC and his safety network (family, friends, and 

professionals) to show everyone he will always discipline Adam in ways that 

do not injure him (such as using time-outs, taking away Adam’s Gameboy, and 

giving incentives like earning a toy). CSC will need to see this safety plan in 

place and working continuously for a period of six months so that everyone is 

confident that the safety plan will keep working once CSC withdraws. 

Who is a part 
of the 

network/plan 

What will 
caregiver DO 

differently 
For how long 

Example of a Safety Goal 



Female Genital Mutilation  

Mandy Goodenough  



Mandatory Reporting  

• What does this mean 

 

• When did it come into force 

 

• Known incidents 

 

• Suspected incident 

 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mandatory-reporting-of-female-
genital-mutilation-procedural-information 

•   
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Local Developments  

• Training and Development 

 

• FGM Board  

 

• Link to the curriculum and PSHE  

 

 



Networking  



Small group exercise  

Please discuss how we can improve the network 
meetings. Specific questions we would like you to 
consider are  

• how should network meetings complement the 
DSL update training 

•Are there certain issues that would be better  
addressed in different ways for primary/secondary 
schools. If so what are these and what are the 
implications for special schools  

•Is there anything you want to raise with your 
network of colleagues  



Dates of next meetings  

• 10th March 2016 

 

• 6th May 2016 


