
January 2019 

 

Dear Colleague 

We’re delighted to announce The Big Monster Hunt for your pupils to take part in! 

Over the next month, we are asking children to go into their local city libraries to find 

hidden monsters that hold special words to make up a secret sentence. There will be 

prizes for pupils and schools. We hope it will be fun – and encourage children and 

families to go to libraries and read more. 

All of the instructions are on the back of this letter. 

We really need your help with this. The primary with the most children who complete 

the challenge will win a prize of books for their school library, which will be presented 

on World Book Day on 7 March 2019. 

The Big Monster Hunt is one element of a much bigger campaign being run by the 

city council and partners to promote literacy under the banner: Ambitious for every 

child. 

As well as the Big Monster Hunt, we’re raising money for Dolly Parton’s Imagination 

Library that gives free books to children. I will also be undertaking my own challenge 

to read to 5,000 children in 50 days to raise £5,000 for the Imagination Library – from 

28 January to 18 March 2019.  

The campaign will also help to recruit more volunteers to read with children in 

schools. 

You can find out more about the campaign at www.ReadOnNottingham.org.uk.  

Many thanks in advance for your support with this. 

Kind regards 

 

Councillor David Mellen    Councillor David Trimble 

Portfolio Holder for Early    Portfolio Holder for  

Intervention and Early Years   Leisure and Localities 

http://www.readonnottingham.org.uk/


 

The Big Monster Hunt 

How it works 

We’re delivering 250 challenge sheets to every 

primary school in Nottingham City – this should be 

enough for eight of your classes. 

We know that some schools might need more but 

delivery costs are lower for delivering the same 

quantity to every school. 

Spare copies are in our city libraries and can be 

downloaded/printed from our Nottingham City 

Schools extranet at 

http://www.nottinghamschools.org.uk. 

The extranet page also has a special PowerPoint presentation that you can 

download and use to show to children how the Big Monster Hunt works. 

Instructions for pupils: We’re asking children to… 

1. Take the Big Monster Hunt sheet to their local City library 

2. Find the monsters hidden around the library. Each monster has secret word. 

Finding all of the monsters will complete the secret sentence 

3. Get their sheet stamped at the library – they’ll also get a special sticker and a 

bookmark 

4. Bring the sheet back to school 

We’ve set a closing date of Friday 1 March 2019 for sheets to be completed, 

stamped and returned to school. 

Instructions for schools: We need your help to… 

1. Send the sheets home with children 

2. Be ready to receive the completed sheets by the 

deadline on 1 March. We imagine lots will be 

completed over the February half-term holiday 

3. Keep a tally of how many completed sheets you 

receive  

4. Email your final tally to Kerry.Edwards-

Kelsall@nottinghamcity.gov.uk  

We plan to present the winning city school with their prize 

on World Book Day on 7 March 2019. 

If you have any questions, do please get in touch with 

Kerry Edwards-Kelsall in the city council’s 

Communications and Marketing team on 0115 8763350. 

http://www.nottinghamschools.org.uk/
mailto:Kerry.Edwards-Kelsall@nottinghamcity.gov.uk
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